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MEDIA RELEASE 

27 July 2016 

$1 million available in education grants  

Two Learning Impact Fund education grant rounds, with a total of $1 million available for successful 

applicants, opened on 27 July 2016. The first round is open to any education programs designed to 

improve the academic achievement of children in Australia.  The second round is for programs 

focused on building resilience skills in students in Victorian schools.  

The Learning Impact Fund is an initiative of the recently launched Evidence for Learning (E4L) 

designed to identify, fund, evaluate and scale Australia’s most effective education programs. It 

addresses the lack of rigorous evidence on the cost and effectiveness of educational practice in 

Australian schools.  

The resilience round offers grants for program evaluation, and is a co-investment from E4L and 

VicHealth. VicHealth has contributed $100,000 for program implementation and E4L, $50,000 for 

evaluation. The aim is to identify promising school-based initiatives that build social and emotional 

learning and resilience in Victorian students, which also improve academic achievement.  

E4L invites education program developers to apply for both grant rounds, including non-profit and for-

profit organisations, Catholic education offices, charities, universities, government bodies and social 

enterprises. 

Evidence for Learning’s Director, Matt Deeble, commented: 

‘We want to empower educators with the very best information to make decisions about which 

programs and approaches to implement in their schools. Through initiatives like the Learning Impact 

Fund, E4L is working to identify, fund and evaluate Australia’s most effective education programs, so 

that all students, regardless of background, can achieve to the very best of their ability.’  

Martin Westwell, Strategic Professor at Flinders University and Chair of the Learning Impact Fund’s 

Research Use and Evaluation Committee, shared the importance of funding and evaluating programs 

to build new evidence on Australian education approaches.  

‘The Learning Impact Fund will aim to raise the academic achievement of children in Australia, 

especially those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. If we strengthen the evidence base 

we can identify and support the scale and growth of those programs which show how we can raise 

academic achievement. I encourage education program developers to apply to the Learning Impact 

Fund’. 

VicHealth CEO Jerril Rechter said:  

‘Almost 75 per cent of mental illness begins before 25 years of age so it’s crucial we take a 

preventative focus and proactively work to build resilience. In the 21st century young people will face a 

range of challenges including a more competitive job market, growth in technology and overexposure 

to online content so it’s important to build resilience early to help young people cope with life’s up and 

downs.’ 

Applications are open until 5 October 2016.  
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For more information on the Learning Impact Fund visit: http://evidenceforlearning.org.au/  

 

ENDS 

Available for Interview 

Matthew Deeble – Director, Evidence for Learning   

John Bush – Associate Director, Learning Impact Fund   

Martin Westwell, Strategic Professor at Flinders University and Chair, Learning Impact Fund Research 

Use and Evaluation Committee 

Irene Verins, Mental Wellbeing Manager, VicHealth 

About Evidence for Learning (E4L) 

Incubated by Social Ventures Australia and supported by the Commonwealth Bank of Australia and 

the Education Endowment Foundation (UK) as founding partners, Evidence for Learning will build, 

share and encourage use of evidence of what works in schools to improve student outcomes, 

especially in schools with a high proportion of students who experience disadvantage.  

E4L’s vision is an Australia where evidence-informed approaches improve learning for 5-18 year olds, 

so that all children, regardless of background, make the best possible progress. We seek to help 

break the strong link between family income and student outcomes. 

Our purpose is to support educators to improve the learning impact they have on student outcomes 

increasing the evidence of what works and why, and by making it more widely available and actively 

used in classrooms, schools and systems. We operate as a non-profit entity. Any profit generated 

from our work will be re-invested to further our mission. 

Media Contacts 

Tambelin Boykin, 0487 174 684, tboykin@socialventures.com.au  

John Fulcher, Communications Manager, VicHealth 0412 978 263 jfulcher@vichealth.vic.gov.au  
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