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High time for change

Cougar town

By EMMA WATSON

GIPPSLAND representatives are 
relieved the once hidden issue of family 
violence has been brought into the open.

After 13 months, spending $13.5 million 
and hearing from hundreds of victims 
and experts, Australia’s first Royal 
Commission into Family Violence last 
week handed down 227 recommenda-
tions to tackle family violence in Victoria.

The State Government has promised 
to implement all of them.

“The report’s fantastic - the devil’s now 
in the detail,” Quantum Support Services 

chief executive Alan Wilson said.
“It’s ticking all the right boxes; we 

certainly see it’s addressed, so far, all of 
the issues we’ve raised.” 

The commission’s report comes as the 
Latrobe Valley continues to top the state 
list of recorded family violence incidents 
at a rate of 3387.6 per 100,000 population, 
according to Crime Statistics Agency 
data.

That is an increase of 18.7 per cent 
between December 2014 and December 
2015.

Although Mr Wilson believes that’s a 
conservative jump, he said it was now a 

matter of working both locally and with 
the wider sector to support the growing 
demand for services. 

Gippsland family violence regional 
integration coordinator Kerry Hamer and 
Latrobe City Council staff are also keen 
to see a new model focus on education, 
prevention and the complexity of regional 
demographics.

As part of the recommendations, a 
one-stop safety hub for victims will be 
set up in 17 areas across the state. 

These centres will receive referrals, 
perform risk assessments and provide 
access to relevant and nearby services, 

including specialist support and links to 
crisis accommodation.

A central information point will 
prioritise victim safety over privacy, 
allowing police, the courts, government 
departments and family violence sup-
port services to share information about 
perpetrators. 

Additional funding will be given to 
family violence support services and 
after-hours responses, to have the capac-
ity for face-to-face crisis responses when 
required.

Victims will be better supported to 
safely stay or return home, and the 

perpetrator to leave where possible. 
More crisis or emergency accommoda-

tion will be made available; behavioural 
change programs will be reviewed and 
funded to meet demand; and public 
hospitals will be resourced to implement 
a whole-of-hospital response model. 

The report acknowledges not all 
violence is perpetrated by men against 
women or children, but points to data 
that shows the overwhelming majority 
of violence is. 
• To see how local groups responded to 
the commission’s report, turn to page 4.

Churchill defused the Traralgon Tyers United 
Bombers 14.12 (96) to 9.13 (67) in round 
one of the North Gippsland Football Netball 
League.
Dean Degroot booted a bag of four to help 
the Cougars home.
Turn to Valley Sport for more.
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OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

J. Ryan & Family

Mon-Fri 7.30am-5pm
Saturday - 8am-3pm
Sunday - 9am-3pm

85 Old Melbourne
Road, Morwell 

Please Phone

5134 2110
A Family owned business 

for nearly 50 years
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The women’s health group
GIPPSLAND’S family violence 
regional integration coordinator 
is excited about the future.

Kerry Hamer, based at 
Gippsland Women’s Health 
Service, said the royal commis-
sioners tasked with investigating 
family violence across the state 
had “joined the dots” and 
“listened to where all the gaps” 
existed.

“We have had some Australian-
wide policies and worldwide 
policies around family violence, 
but I really feel the Royal 
Commission was necessary,” Ms 
Hamer said.

“It needed to look at what 
we bring together and join the 
dots around the gaps of family 
violence.” 

She said the provision of stable 
housing that would allow victims 
to move past family violence 
and avoid poverty had been a 
challenge for some time.

But she felt confident a 
housing taskforce, at the Royal 
Commission’s recommendation, 
could address “blockages in the 
system”.

“This is a big step forward,” Ms 
Hamer said.

“That again was a blocker to 
how we help women. Sometimes 
women would go back into a vio-
lent situation, because they had 
nowhere to live. This will again 
address one of those problems.”

Ms Hamer said the Royal 
Commission’s 227 recommenda-
tions demonstrated a state-wide 
approach that would prioritise 
regional, rural areas and focus 
on prevention.

She described the proposed 
hubs - to take on a centralised 
intake role in 17 areas across 
Victoria - as a real commitment 
to better resourcing a sector 
that’s long been grappling with 
growing demand.

Ms Hamer highlighted plans 
to change privacy laws so vic-
tims’ safety was not impeded, 
to extend Victoria’s specialist 
family violence courts and to 
introduce mandatory quali-
fications for specialist family 
violence practitioners. 

She acknowledged these 
changes would not occur over-
night, as indicated in the staged 
approach. 

But she was gratified to see an 
emphasis on “educating people 
about what is family violence and 
what is not acceptable, to change 
the culture of family violence and 
to change a generational thing”.

ROYAL COMMISSION INTO FAMILY VIOLENCE

If you have experienced violence 
or sexual assault and require 
immediate or ongoing assist-
ance, phone 1800 RESPECT 

(1800 737 732).
For confidential support and 

information phone Safe Steps, 
the state’s 24-hour family 
violence response line, on  

1800 015 188.
If you feel your behaviour needs 

changing, phone the men’s 
referral service on 1300 766 491.

In an emergency, phone  
triple zero (000).

LATROBE City Council’s com-
munity development manager, 
Steve Tong, said it would be naive 
of council to think the region’s 
high rates of family violence did 
not apply to its staff.

That is why his team and 
Latrobe City chief executive Gary 
Van Driel took notice when the 
Royal Commission last week 
handed down 227 recommenda-
tions to effectively address family 
violence across the state.

“When things come into the 
light we can deal with them,” 
Mr Tong said.

“That is the best thing about 

this Royal Commission - it is 
being taken seriously and it’s 
allowing the conversation to be 
had in the community. The facts 
are appalling and we all need to 
face up as a community to those 
facts.”

Latrobe City recently intro-
duced family violence policies 
into its enterprise agreement, has 
long participated in White Ribbon 
Day and last year took part in a 
campaign highlighting ways to 
combat gendered violence.

Council is part of local family 
violence prevention networks 
and is looking to provide a family 

violence mentoring program for 
the community. 

It is also developing a family 
violence prevention strategy that 
looks at ways the local govern-
ment can contribute to stemming 
the current tide.

Mr Van Driel described this 
approach as multi-pronged, with 
a focus on supporting locals to call 
out gendered violence or sexist 
attitudes.

While Mr Tong admitted council 
was not a victim support service, 
he said it aimed to influence the 
community to be “less tolerant of 
all forms of violence”.

THE primary family violence 
crisis and outreach provider for 
Latrobe, Baw Baw and Wellington 
has been overwhelmed by the 
sheer demand for its services in 
successive years.

In the 2014/15 financial year 
Quantum Support Services 
received about 2800 police refer-
rals - an average of 230 a month.

From 1 July last year to the 
third week of March, it received 
2784 referrals.

That figure - an average of 
about 350 a month - is pointing to 
a jump of more than 30 per cent.

“From the sector’s point of view, 
our challenge has been dealing 
with the sheer demand and vol-
ume,” Quantum chief executive 
Alan Wilson said.

“At the same time we’ve 

actually been trying to work 
proactively with organisations, 
local government and other 
business leaders about having the 
conversations in the community 
about family violence and what 
can we do about it.”

Mr Wilson said the Royal 
Commission’s report into fam-
ily violence - boasting some 
2000-plus pages - reflected the 
complexity of the issue.

He and Quantum project 
worker Alex Millar were pleased 
most of the issues they’d raised 
in their submission appeared to 
have been addressed. 

“It’s reassuring in the report 
there’s talk of flexibility and that 
there will be a greater emphasis 
on local solutions. In a regional 
setting that’s really important,” 

Ms Millar said.
“In an urban one, one size 

may fit all. But we have a lot 
of additional things to consider. 
We need that flexibility, so we’re 
encouraged that that growth, that 
flexibility, will be built into the 
system and how we can respond.”

Mr Wilson was particularly 
pleased with the removal of 
‘red tape’ in regards to chang-
ing addresses, waiving fines or 
moving names off billed accounts. 

However, he is keen to see how 
certain recommendations will be 
implemented, such as the one-
stop safety hub to be established 
in 17 areas.

“The concept sounds wonderful, 
but how do you apply that in a 
rural setting as opposed to a 
metro setting?” Mr Wilson said.

The local government

The support service provider
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Visit us at  www.kwmoe.com.au 

5127 7777
62 Albert Street, Moe

0447 049 555

Moe

Special guest entertainment by

Brendan FevolaB d F l David SchwarzD id S h Todd RussellT dd R ll John DeeksJ h D k

To book your table contact: 

Alfi Prestipino 5133 0772 or 0412 747 476 or 
Bruce Ellen 5135 4444 or 0412 527 146 

or email latrobebbq@lvexpress.com.au

All inclusive including food, drink, entertainment, monster auction, raffles and door prizes.

Friday 20 May 2016 from 11am-4.30pm Kernot Hall, Morwell

Tables of 10 only $1100
TICKETS $110 EACH

Jungle survivor and 
AFL star

AFL star and 
commentator

Tasmania mine disaster 
survivor MC

All proceeds to assist in the fight against prostate cancer.

Advertorial

Open Day At Tracs Health & 
Fitness Traralgon

Come along to Tracs Health & 
Fitness open day this Thursday April 
7 and help them celebrate their 5th 
birthday.
There will be plenty of fun and 
activities for the whole family to 
enjoy. Entertain the kids with free 
use of a jumping castle, whilst you 
can take advantage of the free gym 
usage. Don’t worry about bringing 
lunch, as there will be free subway 
to indulge on  to fuel your body after 
your workout.
Take advantage of the limited 
opportunity to sign up to Tracs 
Health & Fitness great membership 

offer. For only $10.95 a week, you can 
enjoy Tracs wonderful facility anytime 
you please, whilst you can save at 
least $1,192.
Not only this, but the first 7 to sign 
up  to this great deal on the day will 
receive a free ipod!
So come along to Tracs Health & 
Fitness open day this Thursday from 
9am - 7pm, and experience the 
benefits of quality staff, and quality 
equipment. 
To find out more, contact
1800 507 477.
Located at 71 Argyle Street Traralgon 
(Across from Vinnies). CALL NOW � 1800 507 477TRARALGON

40% OFF

SAVE $1192

OFFER
ENDS
FRIDAY

5TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

FREE 
OPEN DAY

THURSDAY
7 APRIL

ONLY

$1095
�  Free iPod for first 7 to 

join on the day
�  Free Bouncy Castle 

for the kids
�  Free Subway
�  Free Gym use
�  Free Prizes, 

giveaways and more

PER WEEK
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