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Key ThemesKey Themes
PlannersPlanners’’ involvement in communityinvolvement in community-- 
food issues has increased over 10 yrs.food issues has increased over 10 yrs.
Food planning an important resource Food planning an important resource 
for community health and economic for community health and economic 
vitalityvitality
Food planning needs community and Food planning needs community and 
political supportpolitical support



((Re)PlacingRe)Placing Food on PlannersFood on Planners’’ 
AgendaAgenda——19971997--20072007

1997 Planner Survey: Food? Why?1997 Planner Survey: Food? Why?
2007 APA Food Planning Policy Guide2007 APA Food Planning Policy Guide
2007 PAS Memo (32 cases)2007 PAS Memo (32 cases)

Market Terminus, Philadelphia, 1859
Victory Garden Poster, WW II



Why planning?Why planning?
Market failure tendenciesMarket failure tendencies
Problems manifest in local areasProblems manifest in local areas
Problems have land use, spatial linksProblems have land use, spatial links
Problems link multiple systemsProblems link multiple systems
Local, spatial, systems: Planner domainsLocal, spatial, systems: Planner domains
Local (partial) solutions are possibleLocal (partial) solutions are possible
Solutions link to planning goalsSolutions link to planning goals



Community & Regional Food Community & Regional Food 
Planning GoalsPlanning Goals

Build stronger, more sustainable Build stronger, more sustainable 
LOCAL food systems from farm to LOCAL food systems from farm to 
fork and backfork and back

Enhance community benefits from Enhance community benefits from 
conventional food system, e.g., conventional food system, e.g., 
healthy food access in impoverished healthy food access in impoverished 
communitiescommunities



EconomyEconomyDane County, Wisconsin

Marin (California) Countywide Plan (Draft 2007), Countywide Goals



Woodbury County, Iowa

1. Local Food Purchase 
Policy (~ $300K 
impact)

2. Organic Conversion 
Tax Incentive 
Program (100-acre 
farm could save up 
to $2,000 a year)

USDA NRCS

EconomyEconomy



River Market, Little Rock, Ark.

Food 
Infrastructure in 
Economic 
Development 
Plans

EconomyEconomy



Madison, Wisconsin

HealthHealth



Fresh Food Financing Initiative, PAFresh Food Financing Initiative, PA
Low supermarket access has 
health consequences
$20 million in state funds plus $60 
million leveraged
27 supermarket projects in state
$22.9 million+ in grants and loans
2,442 new jobs created
782,450+ square feet of retail 
space 



Healthy Bodegas Healthy Bodegas 
Program, New YorkProgram, New York

““MooooveMoooove to 1% Milkto 1% Milk””
““Move to fruits and Move to fruits and 
VegetablesVegetables””

Healthy Corner Stores, Healthy Corner Stores, 
Oakland, CAOakland, CA

HealthHealth



Urban AgricultureUrban Agriculture

HealthHealth
Urban Agriculture Policies

Madison, WI:
“Community Gardens are 
important civic uses”

Milwaukee, WI:
“Agriculture permitted in 
residential & industrial areas, 
parks”

Seattle, WA:
“1 Community Garden per 
2500 people”

Portland, OR:
“Diggable City—assessment of 
public agency property for 
suitability for agriculture”



Ecological SustainabilityEcological Sustainability



www.nahb.org

Ecological SustainabilityEcological Sustainability
Conservation, Farm-centered Subdivisions
Prairie Crossing, Grayslake, IL

www.prairiecrossing.com



Troy Community Farm -- organic CSA farm 

Troy 
Community 
Farm

30 Mixed- 
income town 
houses with 
Common 
House

Troy 
Community 
Gardens

Restored 
Prairie

Ecological SustainabilityEcological Sustainability

Troy Gardens, Madison, Wisconsin

http://www.troygardens.org/farm.html


Ecological SustainabilityEcological Sustainability

Food Wastes to FarmsFood Wastes to Farms

Food Scrap Composting Food Scrap Composting 
Program, San Francisco, CAProgram, San Francisco, CA



Bashas’
Crownpoint, NM (Navajo Nation)

EquityEquity



Bashas’
Chinle, AZ
(Navajo Nation)

EquityEquity



People’s Grocery, 
Oakland, CA

© Kami Pothukuchi, 2006

EquityEquity



EquityEquityCouncil on Environment of New York City

--45 Community gardens
--44 Greenmarkets, 15 year-round; City Council funding 
to support EBT outreach, use
--New Farmer Development Project: 11 immigrant 
farmers brought produce to Greenmarkets in 2006

Yeng Wue, Hmong Farmer
National Immigrant Farmer 
Initiative



Community and Regional Food Community and Regional Food 
AssessmentsAssessments
BottomBottom--up Planning Strategiesup Planning Strategies
TopTop--down Planning Strategiesdown Planning Strategies
Federal/State Food Policies and Federal/State Food Policies and 
ProgramsPrograms

Building Support for Community Building Support for Community 
& Regional Food Planning& Regional Food Planning



What might a What might a ““foodfood--plannedplanned”” 
community look like?community look like?

Cover Illustration by:
Toby Quarmby,
Vishus Productions 





Community 
gardens

Farms

Farms

Rooftop 
gardens
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