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News 5
A TRAM line and revamped entrance 
to the city near the George Chaffey 
Bridge are on the wish-lists of 
Mildura residents.

Nation 8
AUSTRALIAN journalist Peter Greste 
could know by next week if he’ll 
be convicted for a second time of 
terrorism charges in Egypt.

World 11
A MANHUNT for two convicted killers 
on the run from a maximum security 
US prison has narrowed to a small 
town where reports suggested the 
fugitives may have been cornered.

inbrief

World

43 years in solitary, 
release delayed 
CHICAGO: After enduring more 
than four decades in solitary 
confinement and lengthy court 
battles to prove his innocence, 
Albert Woodfox has been told 
by a US appeals court he must 
wait in prison a little longer. 
A federal judge had ordered 
his unconditional release in 
a strongly-worded ruling on 
Tuesday that barred any further 
trial on the murder charges. But 
Louisiana’s attorney general filed 
an appeal and won a temporary 
stay blocking Woodfox’s release 
until at least Friday. Woodfox, 68, 
has served more years in solitary 
than any other US prisoner: 43.

White House  
bomb scare
WASHINGTON: The White 
House press room has been 
given the all-clear, after briefly 
being evacuated following a 
bomb threat. Secret Service 
agents entered the room, a 
short distance from the Oval 
Office, and stopped the news 
conference. White House press 
secretary Josh Earnest said 
President Barack Obama, who 
was in the White House at the 
time, was not deemed to be in 
danger and was not moved. 
Outside the executive mansion, 
the north lawn area was also 
evacuated.

First Germanwings 
bodies repatriated
PArIS: The first bodies from 
the Germanwings plane that 
was deliberately crashed in 
the French Alps have been 
repatriated to Germany. A 
special flight operated by 
Lufthansa yesterday was 
carrying the remains of 44 
Germans, who were among 
the 150 onboard when the 
jet crashed on March 24. A 
Lufthansa MD-11 cargo plane 
took off from Marseille airport, 
bound for Dusseldorf. 

Cop with gun at  
pool party quits
CHICAGO: The police officer 
who pulled out a gun at a Texas 
pool party of unarmed black 
teenagers has resigned over 
the latest videotaped case, 
raising questions about use 
of force in law enforcement. 
McKinney Police Chief Greg 
Conley deplored Eric Casebolt’s 
“indefensible” actions, in 
announcing his resignation. 
“Our policies, our training, our 
practice do not support his 
actions,” Conley said. “He came 
into the call out of control and 
as the video shows, was out of 
control during the incident.”

Philip enjoys private 
94th birthday
LONDON: Prince Philip is 
celebrating his 94th birthday 
privately at Buckingham 
Palace with the Queen, free of 
any public engagements. The 
couple who married in 1947, will 
celebrate their 68th wedding 
anniversary in November. Philip 
will attend the Trooping the 
Colour on Saturday, next week 
he’ll attend Royal Ascot and at 
the end of the month, he will 
accompany the Queen on a 
four-day visit to Germany.

Cops have killers 
in their sights
Police descend on small town after fugitives are spotted

PArIS: Scientists have dis-
covered a group of booze-
loving apes who may hold 
the key to why humans en-
joy drinking alcohol.

A new study says wild 
chimpanzees enjoying op-
portunistic booze-ups on 
palm wine has shed light on 
a theory about evolution.

Chimps in the west Afri-
can country of Guinea dis-
covered a free treat in raffia 
palms tapped by local peo-
ple to extract a sweet, milky 
sap which then ferments 
into an alcoholic drink.

The apes scrunched 
up leaves in their mouths, 
moulding them into spongy 
pads that they then dipped 
into the sap-gathering con-
tainer, which villagers attach 
to the tree near its crown.

Tests showed that the 
beverage’s alcoholic content 
varied from 3.1 per cent to a 
whopping 6.9 per cent, the 
equivalent of strong beer.

Some of the chimps went 
a little, well, ape.

The Bossou chimps, ob-
served over 17 years, are the 
first to provide serious data 
about how much alcohol 
can be knocked back in the 
wild, and when.

Sometimes, just a single 
chimp would go to the top 
of the palm, the researchers 
found.

But on occasions, there 
would be “drinking ses-
sions” when several chums 
would gather in the crown 
of the tree. – AFP/PA

UNITED NATIONS: Mem-
bers of a UN peacekeeping 
mission engaged in “trans-
actional sex” with more 
than 225 Haitian women 
who said they needed it for  
things such as food and 
medication.

A report obtained by 
The Associated Press sug-
gests sexual exploita-
tion remains significantly  
under-reported in such 

missions. The draft by the 
Office of Internal Oversight 
Services looks at the way 
UN peacekeeping, which 
has about 125,000 people 
in some of the world’s most 
troubled areas, deals with 
the problem of sexual abuse 
and exploitation.

The report, expected to 
be released this month, says 
major challenges remain 
a decade after a ground-

breaking UN report first 
tackled the issue.

The report found about a 
third of alleged sexual abuse 
involves minors under 18 
and help to victims is “se-
verely deficient”.

And widespread confu-
sion remains on the ground 
about consensual sex and 
exploitation.

A year ago, the report 
says, investigators inter-

viewed 231 people in Haiti 
who said they’d had transac-
tional sexual relationships 
with UN peacekeepers.

“For rural women, hun-
ger, lack of shelter, baby 
care items, medication and 
household items were fre-
quently cited as the ‘trigger-
ing need’,” the report says.

“Only seven interviewees 
knew about the United Na-
tions policy prohibiting sex-

ual exploitation and abuse.” 
None knew about the mis-
sion’s hotline to report it.

Each of those instances 
of transactional sex, the 
report says, would be con-
sidered prohibited conduct, 
“thus demonstrating signif-
icant underreporting”.

It was not clear how 
many peacekeepers were 
involved.

 – AP

PArIS: In a world first, a woman has 
given birth after surgeons implant-
ed ovarian tissue that had been re-
moved when she was a child.

The girl was coming up for her 
14th birthday when she was diag-
nosed with acute anaemia, need-
ing powerful, ovary-damaging  
treatment.

Before the therapy, her right 
ovary was removed and frozen in 
fragments in the hope it could be 

used if she ever wanted to become 
a mother.

A decade later, surgeons in Bel-
gium thawed some of the fragments 
and reimplanted them. A healthy 
son was born last November.

Several babies have been born 
from tissue taken from adult wom-
en, but this is the first success with 
tissue removed before puberty, doc-
tors reported in the journal Human 
Reproduction.

“This is an important break-
through in the field because chil-
dren are the patients who are most 
likely to benefit from the procedure 
in the future,” said Isabelle Demees-
tere at Erasmus Hospital at Brussels 
Free University, whose team carried 
out the transplant.

“When they are diagnosed with 
diseases that require treatment that 
can destroy ovarian function, freez-
ing ovarian tissue is the only available 

option for preserving their fertility.”
The patient, born in the Republic 

of Congo, was diagnosed with sick-
le-cell anaemia, a genetic blood dis-
order, when she was five. After she 
emigrated to Belgium at 11, doctors 
found the disease was so severe she 
needed a bone marrow transplant.

The procedure requires chemo-
therapy or radiotherapy to disable 
the immune system so that it does 
not to reject the marrow. – AFP 

NEW YOrK: A manhunt for 
two convicted killers on the 
run from a maximum secu-
rity US prison has narrowed 
to a small town where re-
ports suggested the fugitives 
may have been cornered.

Richard Matt, 49, and 
David Sweat, 35, used pow-
er tools to cut through walls 
at the Clinton Correctional 
Facility in the small New 
York town of Dannemora at 
the weekend.

Law enforcement alerted 
authorities in Canada and 
Mexico in case they fled  
the country, but yester-
day the search appeared to  

focus on the town of Wills-
boro, about 60km south of 
the jail.

US media said there was 
a possible sighting of the 
two men on foot.

“The police reacted to it 
immediately,” the Willsboro 
town supervisor Shaun Gil-
lilland said, according to the 
New York Times.

New York state police re-
fused to comment.

The New York Daily News 
said busloads of heavily 
armed corrections officers 
and police arrived in Wills-
boro, and were stopping 
all traffic in and out of the 

town. This is the second 
jail break for Matt, who was 
serving a 25-year-to-life 
sentence for the 1997 kid-
napping and dismember-
ment of his former boss, 
76-year-old William Ricker-
son, in a horrifying 27-hour 
ordeal.

He reportedly murdered 
the elderly man before flee-
ing to Mexico.

There he killed an Ameri-
can and was sentenced to 
20 years, before being extra-
dited back to New York state 
in 2007.

Sweat was serving a life 
sentence without parole for 

murdering a sheriff’s depu-
ty in New York state in 2002 
aged 22.

The pair escaped before 
dawn Saturday in a con-
spiracy likened to Holly-
wood movies such as The 
Shawshank Redemption or 
Escape from Alcatraz.

They cut through the 
walls of their cells with 
power tools, then crawled 
to freedom through an un-
derground pipe system, 
coming up through a man-
hole and leaving behind a  
note saying “Have a Nice 
Day”.

 – AFP

Needy being abused by UN peacekeepers

NOT TAKING CHANCES: A law enforcement officer looks through the scope of his sniper rifle yesterday in Boquet, New York, 
where two dangerous fugitives were believed to be hiding. Picture: AP

Boozy 
chimps’ 
drunken 
secrets

Woman has baby from frozen ovary tissue

Nation
inbrief

Kerr ‘breached 
restraining order’
PERTH: Retired AFL premiership 
player Daniel Kerr has faced 
a Perth court for allegedly 
repeatedly breaching a violence 
restraining order. Four charges 
have been laid against Kerr, 
who police claim contacted his 
ex-partner via text messages. 
His appearance in the Perth 
Magistrates Court yesterday 
came a day after the two-time 
Brownlow Medal runner-up 
admitted threatening to harm 
Keenan Scott Blankenaar and 
Lisa-Jayne Ion at a Glendalough 
home in November last year.

Attempted kidnap  
of soccer coach
MELBOURNE: A Melbourne 
soccer coach was threatened by 
armed men who tried to kidnap 
him after a training session. The 
42-year-old man was walking 
through the car park of the 
Altona Magic Soccer Club on 
February 24 when two armed 
men with balaclavas tried to drag 
him into a van, Senior Constable 
Nick O’Brien said yesterday. 
Police have interviewed a Taylors 
Hill man, 38, and a Sunshine 
North man, 28, over the atte 
mpted kidnapping but no 
charges have been laid.

Three teenage 
‘firebugs’ arrested
MELBOURNE: Three teenagers 
have been arrested for allegedly 
lighting a series of house and 
scrub fires in Victoria’s south-
east. The arrests are part of an 
investigation into 16 fires in the 
Wonthaggi area dating back 
to January 2015. An 18-year-
old man, a 15-year-old boy 
and a 13-year-old boy, all from 
Wonthaggi, were taken into 
custody and were yesterday 
assisting police with their 
enquiries.

Kill-bid accused 
faces court
MELBOURNE: A teenage girl has 
been remanded into custody 
after facing a children’s court on 
a charge of attempted murder 
after the stabbing of another 
girl in the neck in south-east 
Melbourne. A 16-year-old girl 
had emergency surgery at The 
Alfred hospital after being found 
bleeding on the footpath near 
the Fountain Gate shopping 
centre in Narre Warren just after 
1pm on Friday. Police arrested 
another 16-year-old girl and 
charged her with the attempted 
murder and intentionally 
causing serious injury.

Barrier Reef results 
‘unreliable’
BRISBANE: The Queensland 
government hasn’t done enough 
to protect the Great Barrier Reef 
and figures suggesting it has are 
unreliable. That’s the view of the 
state’s auditor-general, Andrew 
Greaves, who has tabled a report 
to parliament detailing the 
government’s contributions to 
improving the quality of water. 
Mr Greaves said while the state 
had committed itself to working 
with the government to meet 
targets in the Reef Water Quality 
Protection Plan, there was no 
overarching body to ensure 
targets were met.

ON TRIAL: Journalist Peter Greste speaks at The Lowy Institute in Sydney yesterday.  Picture: AAP

Bill Shorten

Aussie journo feels Egypt terror verdict close
BRISBANE: Australian jour-
nalist Peter Greste could 
know by next week if he’ll 
be convicted for a second 
time of terrorism charges in 
Egypt.

A retrial for Mr Greste 
and his Al Jazeera colleagues 
Mohamed Fahmy and Ba-
her Mohamed is reaching 
its conclusion in Cairo.

The court will hear clos-
ing defence submissions to-
morrow afternoon.

Mr Greste, who expects a 
verdict by Wednesday next 
week, fears he’ll be con-
victed in absentia because 
he’s been unable to return 
to Egypt to defend himself.

He says he’s in an impos-
sible situation, having been 
ordered by the court to re-
turn despite his deportation 
in February on the orders of 
Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi.

He said he could not le-
gally go back, and so far the 
court has refused to allow 

him to present evidence via 
video link.

“It looks as though I 
won’t be able to present any 
defence,” he said yesterday.

Mr Greste said the pros-
ecution had failed to of-
fer any hard evidence to 
support charges that the 
Al Jazeera journalists had 
supported the black-listed 
Muslim Brotherhood group 
of ousted Islamist president 
Mohamed Morsi.

The three, who were 
also accused of spreading 
false information, were ar-
rested in December 2013 
and initially convicted of 
terrorism-related charges in 
a trial derided as politically 
motivated.

Mr Greste spent 400 days 
jail before he was deported, 
and a retrial was subse-
quently ordered. Mr 
Greste said he hoped the 
court would accept there 
was no basis to the charges.

 – AAP

Twin dumped item 
after Scott murder
Brother arrested, accused of role in death of school teacher
SYDNEY: The twin of the 
man accused of killing 
teacher Stephanie Scott 
dumped incriminating 
material for his brother in 
South Australia, police are 
to allege.

Marcus Stanford was ar-
rested at his home in For-
reston, in the Adelaide Hills, 
early yesterday morning.

The 24-year-old flower 
farm labourer was due to 
fly to Sydney today to be 
charged with being an ac-
cessory after the fact to Ms 
Scott’s murder in the NSW 
town of Leeton in April.

Police will allege accused 
killer Vincent Stanford sent 
material in the mail after 
Ms Scott’s death to Marcus, 
who then disposed of it.

In handcuffs and wearing 

a Star Wars T-shirt, Marcus 
appeared in Mount Barker 
Magistrates Court yesterday 
where detectives applied for 
his extradition to NSW.

Asked if he knew any-
thing about the warrant for 
his arrest, Stanford told the 
court he did not and indi-
cated he had not spoken to 
a lawyer.

Asked if there was any 
reason why he should not 
return to Leeton, he said: 
“Never been there, so I 
wouldn’t need to return.”

It is believed he and his 
two house mates, backpack-
ers working on farms, were 
hauled into a police station 
to be questioned after his 
twin’s arrest on April 8.

School cleaner Vincent 
Stanford is accused of sexu-

ally assaulting Ms Scott, 26, 
before killing her on April 
5 – six days before her wed-
ding.

The English and drama 
teacher was last seen at her 
workplace – Leeton High 
School – where she was pre-
paring lessons before her 
impending honeymoon.

Forreston locals said 
Marcus Stanford had been 
living in the town, about an 
hour north-east of Adelaide, 
for a while and rented a 
house on Jamieson St.

“He seemed perfectly 
normal to me, quite nice 
and a very well-mannered 
guy,” one local said.

The Forreston resident 
said Vincent Stanford had 
visited his twin brother over 
New Year’s Eve for a holiday.

Stanford is accused of 
dumping Ms Scott’s body in 
bushland at Cocoparra Na-
tional Park, more than 70km 
from Leeton, and setting it 
on fire.

Her burned remains 
were found five days after 
she was last seen.

Vincent and Marcus 
were born in Tasmania be-
fore they moved to Holland, 
from where their mother 
came, and spent a majority 
of their childhood there.

It is believed Vincent, his 
mother and older brother, 
moved to Leeton abut 13 
months before his arrest.

He is due to appear in 
Griffith Local Court via  
audio visual link in Septem-
ber.

 – AAP

Tax benefit 
cuts stay
CANBERRA: The federal 
government will keep an un-
popular plan to cut family 
payments to fund childcare 
measures, but is open to 
possible changes.

More than half a million 
households stand to lose 
the Family Tax Benefit Part 
B when their youngest child 
turns six under plans stalled 
in parliament.

The $3.5 billion savings 
will be used to pay for a new 
childcare package.

Social Services Minister 
Scott Morrison is in talks to 
alter the plan.  – AAP

Myki vague, overly ambitious
MELBOURNE: After eight 
years and $1.5 billion, Vic-
toria still can’t tell if its myki 
public transport card is any 
good.

The myki contract is 
due to finish in December 
2016 but negotiations over 
the new one are hampered 
as the government can’t  
accurately measure the  
performance of operator 
NTT Data.

Auditor-General John 
Doyle slammed weakness-
es in the original contract 
signed in 2007 for cost blow-
outs and poor monitoring.

“The overly ambitious 

and vaguely specified initial 
project scope and contract 
for myki contributed to this 
outcome,” Mr Doyle’s report 
said.

Public Transport Victo-

ria also paid out more than  
$1.4 million in performance 
incentives, despite hav-
ing no way to know if NTT 
Data’s reported results were 
correct.   – AAP

Corruption 
‘must be 
punished’
CANBERRA: Opposition 
Leader Bill Shorten says cor-
rupt union bosses should 
feel the full force of the law.

Cesar Melhem, who suc-
ceeded Mr Shorten as Vic-
torian state secretary of the 
Australian Workers Union, 
on Tuesday stepped aside as 
a government whip.

Mr Melhem has denied 
allegations that he dudded 
cleaners out of $2 million 
in penalty rates in return for 
$25,000 a year in donations.

Asked whether he would 
distance himself from Mr 
Melhem, Mr Shorten said: 
“I have made it clear that it 
doesn’t matter who you are, 
if you engage in corruption 
in the work place, employer 
or union rep, you should 
feel the full force of the law.”

  – AAP

Dog saved 
from death
CANBERRA: The nation’s 
highest court has ruled in  
favour of a dog on death 
row, preventing the pooch 
from being destroyed by au-
thorities.

Lawyers for Victorian 
woman Tania Isbester ap-
pealed to the highest court 
hoping to have her Stafford-
shire terrier Izzy, deemed ag-
gressive by Knox City Coun-
cil in 2013, saved.  – AAP
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Lotterynumbers
OZ LOTTO:
(Draw 1112): 15, 32, 7, 21, 14, 5, 10. Supps 16,31.

MILDURA’S indigenous 
community has con-
tributed to a Melbourne 
University study into the 
impact of ice on Aborigi-
nal communities and op-
portunities for prevention 
and intervention.

Researchers spoke to 
14 indigenous people who 
are users and ex-users of 
crystal methampheta-
mine, six family members 
and six professionals 
working with users of the 
drug.

Melbourne University 
senior research fellow Dr 
Sarah MacLean said she 
and her colleagues began 
the study, undertaken in 
partnership with Mal-
lee District Aboriginal 
Services (MDAS), after 
identifying a gap in aca-
demic research surround-
ing indigenous ice use and 
its impacts.

“We wanted to look at 
different Aboriginal  
communities’ experi-
ences around ice use,” Dr 
MacLean said.

 “The aim of the project 
is to look at how well the 
service system is respond-
ing to those who use ice 
and their families as well.”

Dr MacLean said the 
findings were still being 
collated, but already had 
inspired the production of 
a short film on indigenous 
ice use.

The eight-minute 
feature, to be dissemi-
nated using social media, 
presents a “hopeful” and 

“positive” account of treat-
ment and rehabilitation.

“One of the things that 
has come through really 
strongly in the research is 
the need for positive sto-
ries about ice users who 
have successfully stopped 
using ice,” she said.

“We are hoping to 
provide a more positive 
approach to the treatment 
of ice use and hope that 
(users) can do something 
about it.

“It will include what 
services are available if 
people decide they want 
some support around ice 
use, as well as information 
for families to support 
people.

“It’s more of an opti-
mistic approach rather 
than frightening people 
about treatment and reha-
bilitation.”

The research was col-
lected over six months. 

Dr MacLean’s report 
will be released in coming 
months, following ap-
proval from MDAS.

MDAS social and 
wellbeing manager Rae 
Stephens said the findings 
would provide valuable 
insight for planning future 
programs.

“The project’s out-
comes and observations 
will support us in making 
much more robust and 
informed arguments in 
support of future pro-
grams for our region,” she 
said.

 – Toni Brient

By Toni Brient 
tbrient@sunraysiadaily.com.au

CRIMINAL lawyers across 
Victoria have urged the  
National Ice Taskforce to ex-
pand the Dandenong-based 
Victorian Drug Court to re-
gional areas like Mildura in a 
bid to tackle ice use.

In Victoria Legal Aid’s 
submission to the taskforce, 
which visited Mildura last 
week, managing director 
Bevan Warner said the drug 
court’s approach provided 
the “optimum environment 

for overcoming addiction” 
and supported a recent rec-
ommendation from a Parlia-
mentary committee to roll it 
out statewide.

The submission was com-
piled after consultations 
with criminal lawyers across 
Victoria and revealed more 
than half Legal Aid’s criminal 
cases involved ice use.

The drug court is a divi-
sion of the Magistrates’ Court 
of Victoria which provides 
for the sentencing and su-
pervision of the treatment of 
offenders with a drug or al-

cohol dependency who have 
committed an offence under 
the influence of drugs or al-
cohol or to support a drug or 
alcohol habit.

Mildura’s Martin Irwin and 
Richards criminal solicitor 
Hugh Middleton said it would 
promote a crack-down on the 
region’s ice user offenders.

“If they break a commu-
nity corrections order, it can 
sometimes take a month or 
two to reach court,” he said.

“But in the drug court, 
within a week or weeks they 
are facing the consequences 

of their actions.” Legal Aid 
also called for funding for 
specialist rehabilitation and 
detox services and support 
services for families through-
out the state – of which Mil-
dura currently has none. 

Other recommendations 
included tactics successfully 
applied by Project Ice – edu-
cating secondary school-
aged children about the dan-
gers of using the drug, and 
implementing a collabora-
tive response from govern-
ment departments, health 
and legal sectors.

Drug court push
WORKING TOGETHER: Sarah MacLean (centre) is working with 
MDAS’ Rae Stephens and Ross Hengsen to study the impacts of the 
drug ice in indigenous communities.  Picture: Toni Brient

Study looks at ice impact


